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Academy teaches
the importance of
identity and
community
support.

By Scort Ji KRISCHEE
THE CoNMESTION

alking up to the
dry-erase board
at the front of
the pre-school
classroom, Afeefa Syeed, co-di-

“Al Fatih’ means opening
and increasing, and we
chose that because our
goal is to open the minds
of the children to
everything that is around
them. It is to help them
understand their
identities as part of their
community and also as

citizens of our country.”
— Afeefa Syeed, co-director,
Al Fatih Academy

Embracing the

rector of the Al Fatih Academy

e

in downtown Herndon puints to. the rows
of Arabie and English writng.

“Far instance, these are the 5's’ of
Ramadan; so we'll go ever these wordsand
sound them out with both the English and
Arabicwriting,” Syeed said, pointing to the
words “sabr” meaning patient, and
“shukur™ meaning thankful, 5o we use a
Tesson like this to show our students thar
Ramadan is not just about fasting.”

Syeed is one of the founders of the Al Fatdh
Academy, an 80-student private Muslim el-
ementary school built into an old white,
wood-paneled home at the corner of Jack-
son and Adams Streets in downtown
Herndomn.

While it is an Islamic Insticution.. the

From lefi, first graders

Pervin Divieli,
co-director of
the Al Fatih
Academy,
stands with
kindergarten
students as
she points out
Arabic words
that represent
the religious
wvalues of
Ramadan.

erndn Counity

school is anything but a strietly religious

academy. Utilizing an educadonal cur-

riculum and schedule built around
Fairfax Counry. Public School District, it
brings its children all of the educational
content of other schools, but with spe-
cial attention paid fo the traditions of
Istam and the experience of being & Mus-
lim in the United States, Syeed said: The
school s so0 popular, there are waiting
lists for students at every prade Tevel she
added:

I'TS TITLE ALSO ESPOUSES this com-
mitment of education of the broader
world and its application to Islam, Syeed

SEE AL FATiH Acapimy, Pace 8
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Fatima Nassimi, 7, and Ahmed Rabani, 7, both

of Herndon, stitch Native American pouches as part of a lesson about

the Iroguois tribe of the Midwest.







