June 8, 2006
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Sixth
Grader
Preaches

battle, with issues like the day
lbor site, the mesls tax and the
disconnect {n the town during the
last election.

place in the 2006 Peace Fssay
Writing Contest sponsared by
the Richmond Peace Bducation
Center:

‘Alberzinji said his teacher
had the class fill oot the contest
forms but also made the essay a
<liiss assignment.

When Albarzinji found out
‘he won third place ont of more

Sea Peace Essay.

Peace Essay, From Fago |

than 200 -entries, he said he was very
Y

“F didn't think 1 was going o win,”
he suid, siting @t a picnic tuble after
schoul still in uniferm (rom the day. “1
brainstormed a litle, bul when 1 stared
writing | jist knew what | wanted 10
Ly

In his opening paragraph, Alharzingi
ma.ﬁm@amdﬁgmtm
planes being flown into them. 1T only
people could live without sbusing each
other, 1f only humans would stop making
excuses o harm each other’”

T was talking about terrorism,” he
said confidently. “There just shouldn't be'
any terrorism in the world™

Alburzing, an Americin  Muslim,
said be remembers attending  public
schoolin Sterling, 4 place whers he would
sometimes hear students make fun of each
ather or see oider students get into fights:

 He said he feels more peaceful at
the schaol he inat now, sdding that there
e comsequences for students whi don't
use the conflict resolution skills they ure
taught at the school.

Academy Director Afeeti Syeed said
the diverse population ar the school has
Torced the teachers fo mest each student’s
needs in different ways, Syeed said the
Syzm-uidqchnplhmmudelmsmlssmu
W integrate civic awareness as well as
lcﬂhmkm:mcuim.

© "W huivie kids fn here whived famitics

live in Iraq and other kids whese parents

are in the United States military, she

said, “We wanf fo focus on how to blend

wﬂm&ywﬁdﬁghﬁﬁlm‘wm

curriculum, learning whout war from 3
historical stundpoint comies standird. but
irﬁmswmtkmdmmﬁramm
wants to add a humanistic approgch as
well 50 students can see how war alfects
people.

On 2 recent field trip to Washington,

DL students ledmed abour the men and
wonen who' died fn battle, After their
tour, mcygulnuhnmemspeakwm]a
Karean-War veteran who spoke first haod
ahomhiielwnm

Although he 15 not. 2 thonager. yol,
Albarzingl  already the
rtnprimwnfﬁnnﬂyvnﬁm In his exsiy
he talks shout starting small in order i
achieve world peace.

“i-a pelmnﬁn:sntayeu with us,
we have to ask him/her why they think
that way, and uccept what they think”
he wrote. “If familiey spend mare time
tugether. for example going out o cat, ar
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with each other-then they would betome
closer to one another.”

Albarzinji said he wants to, be a
musician when he grows up. and he plans
mmmngmmmmﬂmmm
promote peace il over the world. He uidds
that writing is i favorite subject and he
may enter another contest in the future.

For now, Albarzingi is just like
any other 12-year-old bay who likes 10
%hmbmmny video games and would

“like to someday find the answer t world

peace,
- Omnnin Adjur, u:mﬂaarnnh—gmde
3 Al Farihi Acac

- honorsble mention for his uswy.-

Everybody Reads"




