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Student or staff member 
displays symptoms 

suggestive of COVID-19

Student or staff member 
excused from classroom & 
designated COVID-19 Point 
of Contact (POC) is notified.   

COVID-19 POC escorts 
individual(s) to designated 

isolation room

COVID-19 POC notifies 
appropriate emergency 

contacts & transportation 
arranged to go home or 
seek medical attention 

Student or staff member 
reports symptoms or fever 

on Daily COVID Screen

At home . . . 

At school . . . 

Student or staff 
member either

1) Obtains COVID 
PCR test  OR
2) Medical 
evaluation by PCP 
& follow PCP 
recommendation 
for COVID testing

Student or staff 
member returns to 

school after
improvement in 

symptoms and no 
fever for 24 hours 

(without the use of 
fever reducing 
medications)

Student or staff member 
remains at home & 

excused from school/work

COVID-19 POC notified of student 
or staff member’s “not cleared” 
Daily COVID Screen submission

Negative 
COVID 

PCR test or

PCP note  for 
clearance to 

return to 
school
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Student or staff 
member is newly 

identified as 
having COVID-19

COVID-19 POC initiates list 
of close contacts* of the ill 
student or staff member.  
(Relevant time period is 2 

days prior to onset of 
individual’s symptoms up 
until last day at school.)

Cleaning and disinfection 
of any exposed area(s) 

performed by 
appropriate staff

COVID-19 POC notifies VA 
Department of Health of 

COVID positive case

Administrators communicate 
possible exposure to 

teachers, staff, & guardians 
of students

COVID-19 POC assists DOH 
with contact tracing efforts & 

follows DOH quarantine & 
COVID testing 

recommendations

Student(s) & staff deemed as close contacts 
follow the Close Contact COVID Exposure 

protocol

COVID positive 
student or staff 
member isolate 

at home

POSITIVE COVID PCR test result

*Close contact definition: Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (for 
example, three individual 5-minute exposures for a total of 15 minutes). An infected person can spread SARS-CoV-2 starting from 2 days before they have any symptoms (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days 
before the positive specimen collection date), until they meet criteria for discontinuing home isolation.  Exception: In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were 
within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) if both the infected student and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire 
time. This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor classroom setting.
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e Student or 
staff member 

reports a  
COVID-19 

exposure due 
to close 
contact*

Exposed student or staff 
member(s) follow these steps:
• Obtain a COVID PCR test 4-

5 days after last exposure
• Monitor for symptoms
• Provide school with PCR 

test result

Exposed student or staff 
member also quarantines at 
home for 14 days beginning 
from day after last exposure

What to do if an AFA student or staff member becomes ill, reports a new COVID-19 diagnosis, or reports a COVID-19 exposure

Return to school after 
completing 10 day isolation 

& afebrile for 24 hours & 
improvement in symptoms

Exposed student or staff 
member returns to school 

while awaiting PCR test results 
& monitors for symptoms

Unvaccinated

Vaccinated

Triggers Positive COVID test Protocol 
(Green section above)

Return to school after completing a 14 day 
quarantine and without symptoms

Return to school & monitor for symptoms

Positive COVID 
PCR test

Positive COVID 
PCR test

Negative COVID 
PCR test

Negative COVID 
PCR test

Triggers Positive COVID test Protocol 
(Green section above)

If unvaccinated & no test or PCP note, then 
isolate for 10 days from onset of symptoms

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html

