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AFA Core Values

Be Intentional & Mindful

Build Community

Uphold Excellent Character
Create Serenity & Peace
Transform Knowledge into Action
Practice Stewardship & Service

Parents, Teachers and Students

How will you put each of these 6 values into practice this year?




THEME FOR 2020-21

Be an
UPstander!

An “upstander” is a person who chooses to
make a difference in the world by speaking out
against injustice and creating positive change.



Be an UPStander!

Never too young to make a difference
Speak truth to power Never give up
Create solutions Think before doing
Create content Self advocate Spread the Truth
Transform knowledge into action

"gawwamah” or someone as "ga'im bi al-Qist"

Root of g-w-m literally means to "stand" @ - § - &

A qawm (a nation) is a people who stand together.
istagama (being mustaqim) is be steadfast as you stand
(walk the path)
be upright i.e. "straight".

Iqamabh is to establish, someone established is mugim

Look for all the ways we will practice being UPstanders at AFA!



Al Fatih Academy
Virtual School




Management of Virtual School

Online Platform: GSuite for Education

e Email administered to every student, grades K-8
o allows for student/parent to access/house AFA-only
related emails, resources, communications.

e Google Meet Video Conferencing Software
o ability to monitor student activity
o cannot be accessed by anyone outside of AFA domain
o designed for use with Chromebooks

e School-managed bookmark bar to make accessing links easier

e Reminder: if using personal device, students must use Google Chrome
and it must be logged into their AFA account

o Note: AFA is hot able to access any personal files on a personal device



Student Learning Kits - Reminders

e Kitsinclude a variety of materials

e Periodically check on supply levels

e Make sure supplies only used for school work
e Take care of any textbooks given to students

e May need to help students with preparation of
materials for classes

e Keep box in asafe place to be returned at next
pick-up event



Attending Live Sessions

e Teachers will record attendance for every live session in RenWeb
o Aftendance during homeroom is counted as official daily attendance
o Students are marked tardy if joining more than 2 minutes late
o Parents will be contacted if fardiness is persistent
o Students expected to stay for the entire live session

e Absences must be reported by parents - posted on AFA website
o Absence Notification Form




Grading Policy

e Assignments are graded in Virtual School
e Standards-Based Grading in Elementary
o 4:Consistently exceeds the expectations of the standard
o 3:Proficient/Meets the standard (right where they should be)
o 2: Approaching mastery of standards
o 1:Developing standards
e This grading does not equate to a % or letter grade (e.g. 3 # 75%)
e Core Learning Packet work will not be graded unless teacher
requests an assignment to be turned in

e Teachers leave comments on report card at end of quarter



Responsive Classroom

AFA is a Responsive Classroom School
It is based on the premise that children learn best when
they have both academic and social/emotional skills.

Essential Practices

Morning Meeting

Creating “Netiquette” Rules
Interactive Modeling
Teacher Language

Logical Consequences
Guided Discovery
Academic Choice
Classroom Organization
Working With Families
Collaborative Problem Solving

Some of these skills will be worked in gradually.



Communication Expectations

e Teachers/Staff

o Mon-Fri, teachers will respond within 24 hrs between 8-4pm

m exceptions made as needed
Teachers send weekly newsletter on Sunday to help prep for following week
Emails received on the weekend by teachers will be responded to on Monday
Teachers/staff should only be reached by their official AFA emails
Admin may send reminders outside of school hours on a limited basis

O O O O

e Tech Issues

o Small fech tfeam and respond quickly, in order of form filled out
o Formis best way to communicate



e In-Person School?
o Continuing to assess and evaluate our options

e Field Trips?
o Teachers and staff are thinking through how this might be possible

e Standardized Testing?
o Reviewing state guidelines and other national and regional educational
institutions providing direction

e Spelling Bee and Geo Bee?
o In contact with respective organizations
o We intend to offer them, provided the respective organizations give
guidelines on how these would be run in an online format



Town Hall Meetings

Mandatory Attendance:

Each family must attend at least
1 town hall meeting per
academic year

Fee:

Families that do not attend any
town hall meetings will be fined
$50

November 15th, 10-12
May 2nd, 10-12

...are key to AFA's commitment to transparent
governance and our school family's kitchen-table
conversation for sharing

e updates on budget, curriculum, new programs

e initiatives directed to the school's financial
sustainability

e any suggestions, concerns, or ideas parents may
have

Volunteer hour requirement has been waived for
each family for this year.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel
free to email us at board@alfatih.org.




PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION

A group of parent volunteers to help
organize, plan, and execute
ideas and events for
and
and to foster communication
among the teachers/staff, parents, and

students.

WE ARE THE



2020 - 2021 EXECUTIVE TEAM



UPCOMING EVENTS IN FALL 2020



HOW TO HELP PTO



Arabic & Quran




Arabic & Qur'an Team

Asma Messaoudi
Kindergarten
Grade 5
MS Quran 6
MS Arabic Level 1

Iman Mosallam
Grade 2
MS Quran 7
MS Arabic Level 2A

Roua Duwaji
Grade 1
Grade 4

MS Quran 8
MS Arabic Level 3

Souad Mohammad
KG
Grade 1
Grade 3
MS Arabic Level 2B



Ustadha Asma M.

e BA degree in Literature from The University of Tunis, Tunisia.

e Participated in a training in modern teaching strategies in Aberystwyth
University in Wales, UK.

e Licensed by State of Virginia.
e Studied Tajweed and earned certificates in all its levels.
e Teaching Arabic and Quran at AFA since September, 2008.

e Ms. Asma's favorite hobbies are reading, walking, and observing nature.



VS ECLERINERRYE

e Bachelor's degree in Business Administration and Commerce
e Licensed to teach in Arabic PREK-12 for the state of Virginia. 10+ years of experience
e Strong passion for teaching:
o volunteered to teach elders how to read and write Arabic and Quran.
o taught at the local Saturday school and then went on to teaching full time.
o Vice Principal position at ADAMS Center Taleem Ul- Quran School.
e Joined Al Faith Academy in 2013.
e Loves teaching and enjoys inspiring children.

e Outside of work Mrs. Iman loves shopping and spending time with her family.



Ustadha Roua D.

Born and raised in Damascus, Syria.
Earned Bachelor’s Degree in Education.
Virginia certification in teaching second language and Montessori training certificate.

Teaching Arabic, Quran and Islamic studies at Al-fatih Academy (elementary and middle
school) for 15 years.

Grateful to have a job that allows me to draw on the element of teaching that has long
been a part of who | am, while working with students who continue to inspire me each
day. Effectively provide an engaging and interactive learning environment during class.

Proud to work in a school that teaches students the knowledge of the Quran and help in
shaping their Islamic character and identity.



Ustadha Souad M.

e Born in Lattakia, Syria.

e Holds 2 degrees from Tishreen University: Bachelor’s of Arts in
Arabic Literature and a Diploma of Educational Qualifications.

e This year marks the 18" year for her of teaching Quran and
Arabic.

e Taught at the Saudi Academy for six years.
e Joined Al Fatih Academy in 2009.
e She loves teaching and enjoys being with children.

e Her favorite activities are reading, traveling, and spending time
with her family.



Goals of the Quran Program

e Learn and maintain correct pronunciation
and recitation rules
e Memorize surahs chronologically
e Memorize relevant verses as an extension of
integrated topics
e Exposure to Quranic Vocabulary
e Introduction to:
o 4xil (Duas) related to daily lives
o <l (Narrations) related to worship &

interactions



Goals of the Arabic Program

EXAMPLE SCHOOL RESOURCE

e Emphasize strategies that allow students to
see themselves as language learners.

e Emphasis on reading, writing, listening and
speaking through Arabic Immersion.

e Incorporate vocabulary, grammar and
dialogue in discovering cultural experiences.

e Participation in plays, dialogues, and games
to apply learned vocabulary.

e Connections made to Quranic Arabic as

appropriate.



How to Excel in Arabic

Study Vocabulary
[daily]

Neat & Complete Notes Complete Homework

Review Dialogue Read Arabic Stories



Quran and Arabic website and Applications:

Ayat App (on iPhone or

Android)
Tilawah Sheet Quran.ksu.edu.sa

Arabic Stories App

Quizlet for daily use : .
y sdlac Laad App



High School Credit

Students successfully completing 3 years of Middle School Arabic at AFA can earn
1-3 years of High School Arabic Language Credit (added to transcript).

AFA Grade Arabic Track 1 Arabic Track 2 Arabic Track 3

6 Level 1 Level 2A Level 2B

7 Level 2A Level 2B Level 3

8 Level 2B Level 3 Level 3 Extended
Equivalent | HS Credit - Year1 & 2 | HS Credit - Year 1,2, 3 HS Credit -Year 1,2,3
HS Credits

Students who test out of Level 1 Students who complete Level
before entering 6th grade will be | 3 in 7" grade will not be
eligible for 1 credit, however a eligible to receive credit for
grade will not be assigned. Level 3 Extended Arabic.




AL EDUCATION

MR. YOUSUF MEHTER
GRADES K-8



Mr. Yousuf

B. Sc. in Zoology from Rangoon, Burma

M. S. in Entomology from SUNY, College
of Environmental Science and Forestry,
Syracuse, NY

Burma National Field Hockey team
Black Belt in Aikido and Karate
Teaching martial arts for over 45 years

Recipient, “Martial Artist of the Year”
award

Eighth year of teaching at AFA




SPEED

OUR

GOALS @

FLEXIBILITY

STRENGTH




1st Term
Soccer,

Basketball
SCHEDULE

3rd Term
Self-Defense,
Softball, Kickball

4th Term
Various
Activities




To benefit the most from each class, students are expected to follow these
guidelines:

e Come into the class fully prepared to stay focused and to put in extra effort.

e Remember - "No pain, no gain; Just train and train".

e Always be on time and stay for the duration of the class.

EXPECTATIONS

e Use the bathroom and drink some water before and after the class.

e Dress as per the school's dress code and see that your clothes are not too
tight, as this will hinder your movements.

e Most of the time we will practice bare feet and there will be times when we
will have our sneakers on as well.




CONTACT

yousuf.mehter@alfatih.org

Email to schedule a meeting
or conference if you have
questions or concerns.



Art Program




Allah
1S
beautiful
&
loves

beauty




MY INTENTIONS AS YOUR CHILD’S ART TEACHER

e To guide your child to see, appreciate, and be grateful
for the beauty that surrounds them

To help your child develop and enhance their unique
creative energy by instilling confidence and helping
them to develop creative problem-solving skills,
through their artistic expressions using a variety of
mediums




About Me:

Artist & Art Educator
Graphic Design + Art & Cultural
Studies

18 years of combined teaching experience
13 years of teaching at AFA
Wife & mother of 2

Love to be near water, drink tea,
and inspire young artists




Elementary School Art Overview

We cover an array of subjects under the umbrella of the 7
Elements of Art while adhering to Virginia Standards of
Learning

Students are assessed based on the way they demonstrate use
of materials and their ability to identify, distinguish, describe,
and create Art concepts after a lesson.




Although this virtual platform may pose its challenges, I like to
encourage students to use their imaginations to come up with solutions to
sornething that may look like a problem.

Quite often we find that we learn the most from the challenges we face.
Within our struggles is an opportunity to grow and emerge all the wiser,

inshaAllah.

May Allah increase us in love, light, and wisdom...




Elementary School
Counseling

Uzma Baig, M.A., NCC
Email: uzma.baig@alfatih.org
Students: Kindergarten - 4th Grade
Classes: Tuesday & Wednesday
Virtual Office Hours by Appointment: Thursdays | 10am-1pm
Google Meet ID: "ms-uzma"




Greetings AFA Parents!

| am proudly entering my fifth year as the
elementary school counselor at AFA!

| have a master’s degree in school counseling

from Virginia Tech and a bachelor's degree in

Business Economics from Queens College in
the City University of New York.

| switched careers ten years ago and
haven’t looked back since! My passion is
working with youth and understanding their
needs. They are both my students and
teachers, Alhamdullilah!

It has been a smooth start and | very excited
to make this the best year ever, Insha’Allah!



Why contact the counselor?

e To discuss an academic plan for improving
grades/ performance in school

e To help analyze your child's behavior/feelings

e Personal, social, and emotional concerns






What to expect

Weekly guidance
lessons

Mindfulness curriculum
1-1 student support
1-1 parent support
Parent seminars

New parent check-in --
Starting week of 9/21



Student & Parent Wellness
Surveys Coming Out Soon!



A Few Tidbits About Virtual School

e Help your children with managing their time during breaks
e Timer for breaks -- helps students to stay focused and on track

e It's best when students control their own time with the use of timers
e Place printed schedules in a common area in addition to their learning space
e During breaks avoid time-consuming and/or distracting activities



More Tidbits

e Pack their snacks and lunch just like you would for in-person school

e Remind them to drink water
e Do not allow your child to log in early - breaks are necessary



Your Child’s Workspace

e Remove distractions

e Have the student clean up
frequently

e Noise-canceling headphones

e Help them organize all of their
school supplies

e Place a trash can near their
workspace



Socializing
Unfortunately, due to the nature of virtual schooling, students have limited

opportunities to socialize with each other. Please utilize the school directory to
connect with other parents to make arrangements for socializing.

0
» O







School Counselor- Ms. Muzna Khan

Students: 5th-8th Grades

Contact: muzna.khan@alfatih.org

Virtual Office Hours: Thurs. 4-5 PM
by appointment

e Individual student biweekly sessions

e Weekly Guidance lessons

e CAG s agraded class based on completion
of assignments and participation via virtual
learning

Why request to meet the
counselor?

e To discuss an academic plan for
improving grades

e To analyze your child’s behavior/feelings

e |f you notice any changes in mood,
behavior, social interactions

The school counselors contact parents on a
regular basis to gain a better understanding of
students, so we can provide them with the best

learning experience.



Parent Resources
(monthly)

e Evening Office Hours for

Scheduled
Appointments
e Wellness Wednesdays

® \Wellness Resource




Questions?




Family Life Education/Health & Wellness Program

Physical, Mental, Spiritual Wellness integrated
throughout our approach

Includes stand-alone sessions with counselors (girls),
Principal & PE Teacher (boys)
Taking place throughout December 2020

In-house curriculum based on Islamic Guidelines
developed by AFA staff and in-house professionals

Mandatory parent information session DATE TO
BE ANNOUNCED for any parent that has not
attended a previous info session

Parents must attend information meeting in order to
access Opt-Out Options




MS items to include

- Admin - Clarification of Independent Work Time Expectations
- Students treating is as off - you have HW!



Attendance Policy

e Excused Absences
o lliness (after 3 consecutive absence, physician note required)
o Immediate family emergency

e Unexcused Absences

o Extended Trips for leisure

e If students are able to join and have all of their materials with them, they will

not be counted as absent.



